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attention in literary than in political circles. Chang's
tongue was often in his cheek on such occasions,
but his heart was in the artistry of his pen, and
he savoured his scholarship like rich wine. Intel-
lectually regarded, the results were generally dis-
appointing, but the literati admired them none the
less, having always been educated to the principle
" take care of the sounds and the sense will take
care of itself.35 The fact is retrospectively interesting
that, only two years before the collapse of Li's impos-
ing coast defences and naval squadron, Chang Chih-
tung, pen-warrior and prop of the Empire, should
have addressed him in these words of fulsome praise:

" Krupp guns protect every river, masked batteries
are hidden in unsuspected spots, one fort supports
another, hills are tunnelled, towers raised, soldiers
hide within the walls, secret passages provide exit.
Possible foes encircle us, even as the Great Bear
encompasses the Polar Star; right and left we face
as the changing moon. Let enemies advance, you
are protected against them on every side."

With an intellectual equipment of this kind at
the very summit of officialdom in China, and the
whole mandarin structure founded on "make-believe/*
small wonder that Chang Chih-tung and those
who thought like him turned fiercely upon Li in
the hour of defeat. Even after he had secured the
assistance of Russia, France, and Germany to compel
Japan to restore the Liaotung peninsula to China,
both the Yangtsze Viceroys continued to voice the
official hierarchy's demand for a scapegoat by breath-
ing fiery denunciations against him and demanding
repudiation of his Treaty. Inspired and directed by
their example, the whole pack of Censors started